connections, universities are also crucial for a community's economy in the aftermath of natural disasters.
There are important local initiatives with support from international grants and scholarships. One is the Quake Centre, established in partnership with New Zealand's government and the University of Canterbury as well as several of its industry groups. Another is India's Tata Institute of Social Sciences, which is working with the Kerala government on a long-term
Rwanda takes up science-policy baton
Rwanda is now one of the growing number of developing countries that are encouraging scientists to help shape evidence-based government policy (see also Nature 560, 671-673; 2018 These reviewers report that an increasing number of investigators are incorporating the policy into their submissions (for details, see N. C. Woitowich and T. K. Woodruff J. Womens Health 28, 9-16; 2019). In 2017, 68% thought that considering sex as a biological variable is important for NIH-funded research, and 58% thought that implementing the policy would improve the rigour and reproducibility of biomedical research. Although studysection members are a subset of all biomedical scientists, their views are an important proxy for the promise of this policy for improving scientific discovery and outcomes.
The quantitative data were positive overall, but female study-section members in the 2017 cohort (the minority) were significantly more likely than men to view the sex-inclusion policy as favourable.
Open-ended comments revealed variability in how policy adherence was judged to affect grant scoring. Some did not consider the policy to be a scoredriving factor. Others differed on how it relates to costs and to the overuse of experimental animals. Federal and local dialogue and education should address those concerns.
The swift uptake of the 
